
We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram  
and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart
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About the artist
When he was 18 years old, Vincent Namatjira discovered that his great-grandfather 
was the renowned painter Albert Namatjira. However, it wasn’t his famous forebear, 
but his partner - the artist Natasha Pompey – who eventually inspired Vincent to 
pick up a paintbrush himself. Vincent and Natasha have three daughters, and live in 
Indulkana, in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Lands.

About the work
Close Contact is a double-sided portrait. By placing himself back-to-back with 
Captain Cook, Vincent challenges the dominant stories of Australian history.  
They both strike a heroic pose but Cook seems tense and alert, while Vincent looks 
calm and wary. Each figure could be read as the other’s shadow, and neither can 
escape their shared past.

Start at home 
Double popup portraits

#26

Image  
Vincent Namatjira, Western Arrernte people, Northern Territory, born 1983, Alice Springs, Northern Territory, Close 
Contact, 2018, Indulkana, South Australia, synthetic polymer paint on plywood (two panels), 62.0 x 188.0 cm (each); 
Courtesy the artist, Iwantja Arts and THIS IS NO FANTASY + Dianne Tanzer Gallery

Materials you need
 3 sheets of A3 paper

 2 pieces of cardboard, A3 or larger

 a lead pencil, pencil sharpener and eraser

 a black texta or fineliner pen 

 colour pencils or textas

 glue stick, scissors and blu-tac

 a mirror 

 an empty tissue box

Create your own work of art
1 For this double portrait, one side will be you and 

the other can be anyone you choose. Use your first 
sheet of paper to doodle, sketch and brainstorm. 
Will you draw a friend, family member, celebrity, 
world leader or someone else entirely? 

2 Find a reference picture of the person you have 
chosen and start drawing their portrait on a fresh 
sheet of paper. Draw their whole body, striking an 
interesting pose. Start with light pencil marks and 
try to draw big enough to use the whole page. 

3 When you are happy with your drawing, glue it onto 
a sheet of cardboard and cut it out. Then place the 
cut-out figure face down on top of the third sheet 
of paper and trace around the shape to make a 
mirror image.   

4 Now draw your own self-portrait inside this shape. 
Use the mirror to capture your features. You could 
have the same pose, expression and outfit, or 
change it for a different meaning. 

5 Outline and colour in both drawings, then glue your 
self-portrait onto the second sheet of cardboard 
and cut it out.  

6 Place the two figures back to back with a large blob 
of blu-tac loosely joining the heads together. Then 
place the tissue box between them and attach the 
feet to each side of the box with blue-tac or glue. 
Your double popup portrait is complete!

Take it further 
What relationship do you have with the second person? 
What is the story between you two? How are you similar 
and how are you different? 

Place your popup pair in different places around your 
home and take photos. Which locations suggest a 
funny story?

Close Contact is on display in Gallery 9  
as part of the Ramsay Art Prize until August 25 2019

“If I start out painting someone powerful, usually I can’t 
help but exaggerate, or give them a strange expression or 

pose… I sort of chip away at their power.” 
– Vincent Namatjira, winner of the Ramsay Art Prize 2019.


