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About the artist
Born and raised in Scotland, James Shaw honed his art 
skills sketching landscapes in Jamaica. He migrated to 
South Australia in 1850 and was a founding member of 
the South Australian Society of Arts. A devoted painter, 
but an even more devoted father, in later life Shaw set 
aside his art career to raise six children alone. 

About the work
This dramatic painting shows the River Torrens/
Karrawirra Parri swollen and rushing with rain, 
demolishing a wooden bridge near Bundey’s Paddock/
Tidlangga in the Adelaide Park Lands, where Hackney 
Bridge stands today. In his life, Shaw’s paintings were 
sometimes criticised as naïve or unrealistic. But they are 
now much-loved works, providing a detailed glimpse 
into events from Adelaide’s history.

Start at home 
wild weather painting
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The Company’s Bridge, Hackney is currently 
on display in Gallery 3

‘His style is peculiar and astonishing…  
not without a certain charm.’

– Art Critic, The South Australian Advertiser, 1863



We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Materials you need
 crayons, including white

 watercolour paper 

 watercolour paints

 a paintbrush

 a rag

 cups or jars for water

 a ruler

Create your own  
wild weather painting
1 Divide your paper in half by ruling a line across the middle in 

crayon. This will be your horizon line, where the ground meets 
the sky.

2 In the bottom half of the paper, use crayons to draw a 
landscape: the countryside, the city, a jungle or ocean scene - 
anything you like.  

3 The top half of the paper is your sky. Use white crayon to draw 
broken vertical or diagonal lines to suggest rain. The closer 
together the lines, the heavier the rain.

4 Dampen the whole sheet of paper with a wet rag. 

5 Use blue watercolour to paint large blobs in your sky. Use two 
different kinds of blue if you have them. 

6 While the paper is still damp, add black blobs around the blue. 
The wet paint will blend together and resist the crayon lines, 
revealing the rain.

Take it further 
When your painting is dry, try adding 
trees, buildings or people to the 
foreground using collage or acrylic 
paint. These features can be taller 
than the horizon line, like the trees in 
Shaw’s painting.

Make another painting with even 
wilder weather – perhaps a tornado 
or a sunset thunderstorm?
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