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AGSA Kaurna yartangka yuwanthi. 
AGSArlu Kaurna miyurna parna yaitya 
mathanya Wama Tarntanyaku tampinthi. 
AGSArlu yaitya mathanya kumarta 
yartanangku Tidna Wirltunangku, 
warrunangku kuma tampinthi. 

AGSA stands on Kaurna land. AGSA 
recognises Kaurna people as the owners  
of the Adelaide Plains. AGSA recognises 
the Indigenous custodians from other 
parts of Australia and from overseas.
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photo: Morgan Sette.

From monsters to sensory encounters, samurai to surrealism – 2020 promises to be  
a year of visual wonders at the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Launching the festival season, we celebrate the nation’s longest running survey of 
Australian art with the 30th anniversary iteration of the Adelaide Biennial of Australian 
Art. Enter our arena of speculation with Monster Theatres, as twenty-three 
contemporary artists from across the country make visible the monsters of now and 
speculate on why our society has conjured them.

In July we invite you to explore Phenomena: Art as experience. Uncover large-scale 
installations and sensory works of art never previously experienced in South Australia 
in a winter exhibition that brings a world of art to Adelaide.

From October we present Tarnanthi 2020, our annual showcase of contemporary 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art. This year’s focus exhibition is a content-rich, 
artist-led project that highlights the work of senior women artists. And don’t miss the 
three-day Tarnanthi Art Fair, a celebration of art making from across the nation.

Plus, join us on a 1960s trip into abstract art, fashion and jewellery in Adelaide Cool, 
journey into the centuries-old art and ethos of Japan’s warrior culture in Samurai, and 
experience the first major survey of the groundbreaking work of the Adelaide based 
brothers, Dušan and Voitre Marek in Surrealists at sea.

Meanwhile, our marvellous collection is continually on view with fresh displays, 
creating new points of interest and energising dialogues amongst works of art.

Great ideas are always on offer at the Gallery, and our 2020 program is sensorial and 
provocative. See you at AGSA.

Rhana Devenport ONZM
Director 
Art Gallery of South Australia
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Adelaide Cool presents the rarely seen 
abstract art of father-and-son artists  
David and John Dallwitz. Substantially 
drawn from the family archive, many of 
the works have remained hidden from 
public view since 1969 when both artists 
abandoned their intense investigations 
into colour field painting. The display 
highlights the vitality and virtuosity of  
the artists’ exploration of dynamic colour  
and formal geometric relationships,  
which expand beyond the canvas to 
include sculpture, photographs, textiles 
and jewellery. 

9 Nov 2019 – 5 Apr 2020

Free entry 

Image
David Dallwitz, Australia,  
1914—2003, Blue flash, 1969, 
Seacliff, Adelaide, synthetic 
polymer paint on canvas,  
167.4 x 244.0 cm; Gift of the artist 
1986, Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide, © estate of David Dallwitz.

Adelaide Cool:  
The abstract art of David and John Dallwitz

AGSA’s Morris & Co. display has been 
reimagined with a new presentation  
of the iconic works, including furniture, 
ceramics and textiles and the addition  
of recent acquisitions.

Co-founded by William Morris, one of the 
most prolific and well-known designers  
of the nineteenth century, Morris & Co.  
is a furnishings and decorative arts 
manufacturer and retailer famous for its 
focus on handmade craftsmanship.

The display, which showcases the largest 
Morris & Co. collection outside Britain, 
features many works linked to Adelaide’s 
prominent Barr Smith family, who were 
major clients. 

From early Dec 2019

Free entry 

Image detail
Morris & Company, London, 
Britain, 1861—1940, 
attributed to May Morris, 
designer, Britain, 1862—1938, 
attributed to Mary Isobel Barr 
Smith, embroiderer, Australia, 
1863—1941, Hanging, 1890s, 
London, embroidered 
Adelaide, silk embroidery on 
silk, 133.0 x 169.0 cm; Mrs 
Mary Overton Gift Fund 1999, 
Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide.

Morris & Co.

It includes a number of designs by May 
Morris, daughter of William Morris, who 
was one of the leading female contributors 
to the Arts and Crafts Movement. She was 
an innovative designer of embroidery, 
wallpaper and jewellery, and ran the 
embroidery department of Morris & Co. 
as well as co-founding the Women’s Guild 
of Arts in 1907.
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2020 Adelaide Biennial of Australian Art: 
Monster Theatres

We live in monstrous times. The 2020 
Adelaide Biennial of Australian Art, 
curated by Leigh Robb, will probe our 
understanding of fear, horror, strength 
and survival in the post-internet age  
and the epoch of the anthropocene. 

Through the works of twenty-three 
artists, the pathology of the monster  
will be challenged and the expectations 
of spectacle and storytelling will be 
ruptured. As well as a place to behold, 
the theatres will also transform into 
social spaces, new sets for shape-shifting 
forms and temporalities. Many of the 
monsters are of human origins, colonial 
beasts or political puppets; others are 
mythological. All offer moments of 
transformation and reflection.

29 Feb – 8 Jun 2020 

Free entry

Supported by 
Principal Donor  
The Balnaves Foundation

Presented by 
In association with  
the Adelaide Festival, and 
with generous support 
received from the Art Gallery 
of South Australia Biennial 
Ambassadors Program. 
This project has been 
assisted by the Australian 
Government through the 
Australia Council, its arts 
funding and advisory body 
and by the Visual Arts and 
Craft Strategy, an initiative of 
the Australian, State and 
Territory Governments.

Image 
Polly Borland, Australia,  
born 1959, MORPH 4, 2018, 
Los Angeles, archival pigment 
print, 200.0 x 162.5 cm: 
Courtesy the artist and Murray 
White Room, Melbourne.  
© Polly Borland.

The 2020 Adelaide Biennial Monster 
Theatres marks the 30th anniversary  
of the nation’s longest running survey  
of Australian art. 
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For Japan’s warriors, prowess on the 
battlefield was matched by an acute 
aesthetic sensibility. Samurai presents  
the art and ethos of this warrior culture.

From the austerity of lacquer and tea 
bowls to the opulence of golden screens 
and armour, this exhibition demonstrates 
how the ethos and tastes of the Samurai  
(a military elite whose name means  

‘one who serves’) permeated every aspect  
of Japanese art and culture from the 
thirteenth to the nineteenth centuries.

Samurai

From 29 May 2020 

Free entry 

Image detail
Japan, Battle scenes from  
the Tale of Heike (Heike 
Monogatari), early 18th 
century, Japan, pair of 
six-panel screens, colour and 
gold on paper, 155.0 x 357.0 
cm; Gift of Andrew and Hiroko 
Gwinnett through the Art 
Gallery of South Australia 
Foundation 2003, Art Gallery 
of South Australia, Adelaide.

To complement the 2020 Adelaide 
Biennial, this exhibition provides an 
historical context by surveying the 
representation of monsters in European 
printmaking from the fifteenth to  
the nineteenth centuries. The title of  
the exhibition derives from Francisco 
Goya’s famous engraving The sleep of 
reason produces monsters. Etchings from 
Goya’s Los Caprichos (The Caprices)  
and Los Disparates (The Follies) will be 
seen alongside works by Albrecht Dürer, 
Jacques Callot, William Blake, and 
engravings based on the drawings of  
Pieter Bruegel the Elder. 

29 Feb – 8 Jun 2020 

Free entry 

Image detail
Pieter van der Heyden, 
Flanders, c.1530—after 1584?, 
after Pieter Bruegel the elder, 
Flanders, c.1525/30—1569, 
Gluttony, from the series The 
Seven Vices, 1558, Antwerp, 
engraving on paper, 22.5 x 
29.5 cm (plate), 25.1 x 31.1 cm 
(sheet, irreg.); V.B.F. Young 
Bequest Fund 2005, Art 
Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide.

In concert with Monster Theatres the 
exhibition considers the way that artists  
have visualised monsters as a means  
of expressing the fears and concerns 
in times past. 

The Sleep of Reason Produces Monsters
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Phenomena:  
Art as experience

Sense-absorbing installations, optical 
encounters and moments of mesmeric 
intensity bring art to life at AGSA  
this winter.

Phenomena: Art as experience firmly 
anchors the viewer as the maker of 
meaning. It traces the experiential turn  
in international art practice, as audiences 
experience moments of immersion  
and encounter. 

As early as the 1930s, philosopher  
John Dewey spoke of the true work  
of art existing in the experience of  
making or encountering art. Uncover 
large−scale installations and sensory 
works of art, never seen before in 
Adelaide, presented as a series of 
interconnecting experiences. Artists 
include Olafur Eliasson, Aki Inomata, 
Jitish Kallat, Yukultji Napangati and 
Ernesto Neto.

11 Jul – 13 Sep 2020 

$20 Adult

$17 Concession

$15 Member

$40 Member  
Season pass

$12 Student 

$10 Child

$40 Family

Supported by 
Neilson Foundation

Image
Aki Inomata, Japan, born 
1983, Think Evolution #1: 
Kiku-ishi (Ammonite), 2016—17, 
Tokyo, HD video, 2 minutes;  
Mary Phyllis Henderson 
Bequest Fund through the  
Art Gallery of South Australia 
Foundation 2019, Art Gallery 
of South Australia, Adelaide, 
© AKI INOMATA / Courtesy  
of MAHO KUBOTA GALLERY.

Tracing the trajectory from minimalism 
to installation practice, with a radical 
embrace of desert minimalism, 
Phenomena: Art as experience presents 
major contemporary international 
works to South Australian audiences. 



Art Gallery of South Australia Exhibition Program 2020

One is never finished seeing and  
watching, our eyes are the door of the 
spirit and the light of the mind. 

Georges Rouault

Directed by Michelle Ryan of Restless 
Dance Theatre, Seeing Through Darkness 
responds through performance to the 
work of Expressionist artist Georges 
Rouault. As Ryan states, the imperfect 
form of the body and the troubled soul 
of the work resonate with how people 
with disability can feel and be perceived. 
Some may be confronted while others 
may see beauty and difference. 

Seeing Through Darkness

1 Aug – 11 Oct 2020 

Performance

Free entry

Presented by  
In partnership with 
Restless Dance Theatre

Image
Seeing Through Darkness 
directed by Michelle Ryan, 
Restless Dance Theatre; 
photo: Shane Reid.

Creative Team 
Director  
Michelle Ryan

Design  
Geoff Cobham and  
Meg Wilson
 
Musical Score  
Zephyr Quartet 

Dancers 
Kathryn Adams, Chris Dyke, 
Jianna Georgiou, Michael 
Hodyl, Alexis Luke and 
Michael Noble

Assistant Director 
Larissa McGowan 

The creative team includes lighting designer 
Geoff Cobham, genre-defying musicians 
Zephyr Quartet, and six dancers from 
Restless Dance Theatre. 

agsa.sa.gov.au

The $100,000 national 
art prize supporting 
contemporary  
artists under 40.  
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Tarnanthi

Tarnanthi 2020 
16 Oct 2020 – 31 Jan 2021

Free entry

Tarnanthi is an annual celebration of 
contemporary Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander art and a flagship program 
of the Art Gallery of South Australia. Its 
format alternates between a statewide 
festival in one year and a major focus 
exhibition the following year. Since its 
inception in 2015, Tarnanthi has placed 
particular emphasis on the agency of 
artists and on foregrounding the artist’s 
voice. It is a rare showcase for the 
nuanced complexity and radical 
ingenuity of contemporary Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander art, reflecting 
the strength of First Nations cultures 
across Australia today. 

In 2020, Tarnanthi will involve an 
inspiring focus exhibition highlighting 
the work of senior women artists whose 
work includes passing on vital cultural 
knowledge to young women as the 
future leaders of their communities.  
As a significant artist-led project, this 
exhibition of works in diverse media 
promises to deliver the richness of 
content and depth of substance that 
have been the hallmark of Tarnanthi’s 
earlier focus exhibitions, such as 
Riverland: Yvonne Koolmatrie in 2015.

During Tarnanthi, AGSA will also  
host an extensive array of talks, tours, 
performances, workshops, creative 
activities and student programs.  
The Studio will also adopt a theme 
emphasising a feature of the exhibition.

Tarnanthi Art Fair 2020 
16 – 18 Oct 2020 

Free entry

The Tarnanthi Art Fair is a unique 
opportunity to meet Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander artists, learn about 
their world and ideas, and buy works of 
art. This popular art event brings 
together creative works in diverse 
mediums produced by hundreds of 
established and emerging, regional and 
city-based artists from across the 
country – exclusively to Adelaide.

Importantly, the three-day Art Fair, held 
over Tarnanthi’s opening weekend, 
delivers significant economic benefits  
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, where art production is  
a key source of income. All works are 
made and sold ethically, and all sale 
proceeds go directly to the artists and 
their community-run art centres. 

Tarnanthi on Tour 
Ongoing

Free entry

Tarnanthi goes international in 2020  
with the presentation of a major touring 
exhibition in France of works by Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara artists. 

The exhibition will be built around 
important Anangu works shown at 
Tarnanthi 2017 and held in AGSA’s 
collection, augmented by significant new 
works by APY artists. The centrepiece  
will be Kulata Tjuta, 2017, a collaborative 
installation work by some sixty A angu 
artists, which comprises 550 spears 
arranged like an atomic explosion 
suspended in mid-air above hand-carved 
piti (wooden bowls).

The exhibition, agreed at government  
level, will occupy an entire floor of the 
Musée des Beaux-Arts in Rennes, the 
capital of Brittany in north-west France. 
The Brittany exhibition’s season will 
coincide with Tarnanthi 2020 in Adelaide.

Meanwhile on our shores, the 2018 
Tarnanthi exhibition John Mawurndjul:  
I am the old and the new continues its 
national tour in 2020, taking the masterful 
fusion of traditional and contemporary  
art from one of Australia’s greatest living 
artists to new audiences in New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland and the 
Northern Territory. This groundbreaking 
bilingual project is a collaboration with 
AGSA, Sydney’s Museum of Contemporary 
Art and Maningrida Arts and Culture.  
It leads visitors on a tour through his 
Arnhem Land homeland, guided by the 
artist in his own language. 

Presented by 
In partnership with  
BHP and with support  
from the Government of 
South Australia. 

Image
Yolŋu artists performing, 
Tarnanthi 2019, Art Gallery of 
South Australia, Adelaide; 
photo: John Montesi.
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Dušan and Voitre Marek: 
Surrealists at sea

Dušan and Voitre Marek: Surrealists at sea 
will be the first major survey of the art  
of Czech-Australian brothers Dušan and 
Voitre Marek. From their arrival in 
Adelaide in 1948, Dušan and Voitre set 
into motion a surge of new ideas and 
controversies that challenged the 
conventions of Australian art. 

Placed within the context of their radical 
politics and poetry, this exhibition will 
present the breadth of their investigations. 
Highlights include the artists’ voyage 
paintings created during their long sea 
journey from Europe to Australia and 
Dušan’s pioneering surrealist films. 

6 Nov 2020 – 18 Apr 2021

Free entry

Image 
Voitre Marek, 1919—1999,  
My Gibraltar, 1948, on board SS 
Charlton Sovereign, oil on wood, 
29.0 x 20.5 cm; d’Auvergne Boxall 
Bequest Fund 1996, Art Gallery  
of South Australia, Adelaide,  
© the estate of Voitre Marek.
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Continuing Exhibitions

Tarnanthi at AGSA 2019  
Until 27 Jan 2020

No god but God: The art of Islam 
Until 19 Apr 2020

Chiharu Shiota: Absence 
Embodied  
Ongoing  

Quilty 
Until 2 Feb 2020  
Art Gallery of New South Wales

Image detail
Chiharu Shiota, Japan, born 
1972, Absence Embodied, 
2018, Berlin and Adelaide, 
red wool, bronze, metal, 
dimensions variable; Gift of 
the Gwinnett family through 
the Art Gallery of South 
Australia Foundation 2018,  
Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide, Courtesy the artist 
and Anna Schwartz Gallery, 
installation view: Absence 
Embodied, 2018, Art Gallery  
of South Australia, Adelaide,  
photo: Saul Steed.

Using a camera obscura, Sydney-based 
artist Robyn Stacey depicts South  
Australia as it has never been seen before. 
The camera obscura, Latin for ‘darkroom’,  
is an optical device of wonder, whereby 
the external world is trapped and inverted 
within the room.

For this exhibition, eight large-scale 
camera obscura photographs by Stacey  
will be on display. First shown as part  
of the 2016 Adelaide Biennial of Australian 
Art: Magic Object, the photographs depict 
camera obscuras at well-known sites 
around Adelaide, including the Brookman 
Building at the University of South 
Australia, Carrick Hill, The Cedars at 
Hahndorf, the Institute Building,  
The Lighthouse Wharf Hotel in Port 
Adelaide, Parliament House and the  
South Australian Health and Medical 
Research Institute (SAHMRI).

Ongoing 

Free entry

Venues list  
available online  
agsa.sa.gov.au 

Presented by
Presented in partnership with 
Country Arts SA and the 
Regional Galleries Association 
of South Australia. 

Image
Robyn Stacey, Australia, born 
1952, Comfort Inn Riviera, 
2016, Adelaide, type C 
photograph, 110.0 x 146.7 cm 
(image & sheet); Australian Art 
Donations Fund 2019, Art 
Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide, © Robyn Stacey. 

Robyn Stacey: Ray of Light is touring 
fourteen regional galleries in South 
Australia from 2018-2020. Room-sized 
camera obscuras are installed at selected 
venues alongside the exhibition of 
photographs, allowing visitors to 
experience this optical device of wonder 
for themselves.

Robyn Stacey: Ray of Light  
Touring Exhibition



First Fridays 
Now in its fifth year, First Fridays has 
cemented itself as AGSA’s most popular 
event for people of all ages. It delivers art 
and entertainment in equal measure, 
profiles artists and encourages broad 
appreciation of the arts, during extended 
opening hours to 9pm on the first Friday 
of every month. First Fridays is 
programmed in response to AGSA’s 
exhibitions and displays, to the collection 
and to events happening across the city at 
the time. It includes twilight tours, artist 
and curator talks, film screenings, live 
musical performances, theatre, food and 
beverages. All ages.

Start at the Gallery
Start at the Gallery has engaged with and 
inspired young children and families for 
the past 11 years. The program offers an 
exciting introduction to visual arts for 
children and families, through engaging 
and experiential art activities, tours, trails, 
live music and entertainment. Start at 
AGSA is held on the first Sunday of every 
month and is presented free thanks to the 
James & Diana Ramsay Foundation.  
Ages 3–12.

Neo
Presented by The Balnaves Foundation, the 
Gallery’s dedicated program for teens 
continues to gain popularity and 
momentum through its combination of art 
and youth-focused entertainment. Young 
audiences are provided with their own 
social space and exclusive access to the 
Gallery, music, refreshments and art-led 
activities at each event. Held six times a 
year, Neo is programmed in response to 
the Gallery’s exhibitions and displays, to 
the collection and to events happening 
across the city at the time. Since its 
inception in 2016, Neo has welcomed 
more than 5000 teens to the Gallery.  
Ages 13–17.

Events and Programs 

Jan
3 Jan 

First Friday

5 Jan 
Start at the Gallery

Jul
3 Jul 

First Friday

5 Jul 
Start at the Gallery

11 Jul 
Phenomena: Art as experience opens  

(until 13 Sep)

Apr
3 Apr 

First Friday

5 Apr 
Start at the Gallery 

25 Apr 
Neo

Oct
2 Oct 

First Friday

4 Oct 
Start at the Gallery

16 Oct 
Tarnanthi (until 31 Jan 2021)

16 Oct 
Tarnanthi Art Fair (until 18 Oct)

31 Oct 
Neo

Feb
2 Feb 

Start at the Gallery

7 Feb 
First Friday

15 Feb 
Neo

29 Feb 
2020 Adelaide Biennial of Australian Art: 

Monster Theatres opens (until 8 Jun) 
 

The Sleep of Reason Produces Monsters 
opens (until 8 Jun)

Aug
1 Aug 

Seeing Through Darkness opens  
(until 11 Oct)

2 Aug 
Start at the Gallery

7 Aug 
First Friday

15 Aug 
Neo

May
1 May 

First Friday

3 May 
Start at the Gallery

29 May 
Samurai opens 

Nov
1 Nov 

Start at the Gallery

6 Nov 
First Friday

Dušan and Voitre Marek:  
Surrealists at sea opens  

(until 18 Apr 2021) 

Mar
1 Mar 

Start at the Gallery

6 Mar 
First Friday

Sep
4 Sep 

First Friday

6 Sep 
Start at the Gallery

Jun
5 Jun 

First Friday

6 Jun 
Neo

7 Jun 
Start at the Gallery 

Dec
4 Dec 

First Friday

6 Dec 
Start at the Gallery

12 Dec 
Neo

The Studio
Open daily, The Studio is our hands-on 
activities space for art-lovers of all ages.  
It is a place of inspiration and  
imagination – a place for visitors to 
consider and create art. Activities are 
themed to the work of artists in current 
exhibitions or curated by practising artists 
around an exhibition focus. This creative 
space adds a fun and dynamic dimension 
to any Gallery visit, while enhancing 
appreciation of the concepts and processes 
behind the making of works of art.  All 
materials are supplied. Presented by the 
James & Diana Ramsay Foundation.

Short Courses
AGSA’s popular short course program for 
members and the general public will 
continue in 2020. Participants delve 
deeper into the collection and into art 
history in sessions held over four 
Saturdays. In 2020, short course subjects 
covered will include metamorphosis in art, 
Minimalism and installation art, and 
Aboriginal art.



Art Gallery of South Australia

Our Partners
Thank you to the following leading and visionary organisations 
who generously support the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Government Partners 

Tarnanthi Partner  

Foundation Partners  

Gallery Partners  

Contemporary Collectors Partners 

National Partner  

Media Partners  

Major Partner  

Join & Give 

Image detail  
Sidney Nolan, Australia,  
1917—1992, Antarctica, 1964, 
London, oil on board, 121.5 x 
121.5 cm; Proposed 
acquisition, Art Gallery of 
South Australia, Adelaide,  
© The Trustees of the 
Sidney Nolan Trust/
Bridgeman Images.

Foundation
Foundation members contribute 
through cash donations, bequests and 
gifts of works of art to the Gallery. In 
addition to general benefits, members 
receive invitations to exclusive 
Foundation dinners, including our 
Annual Collectors Club Dinner, art 
tours and other special events.

Contemporary 
Collectors
Contemporary Collectors directly 
supports and funds the acquisition of 
contemporary art for AGSA’s collection. 
In addition to general benefits, 
members receive invitations to bespoke 
Contemporary Collector previews, 
exhibition tours and events, and have 
the opportunity to travel to national 
and international art destinations.

We tailor corporate and philanthropic 
partnerships to suit your objectives, 
providing select or exclusive affiliation  
with our exhibitions, programs and  
events. Showcase your brand, business, 
products and services to our visitors 
annually.

Corporate 
Membership
Corporate Members receive full year 
benefits while supporting AGSA’s 
exciting programs and enriching  
South Australia’s cultural landscape.  
Join an influential community who  
are passionate about art and gain access 
to focused events that provide unique 
networking opportunities.

Membership
Support AGSA and enjoy special  
benefits that bring you closer to the 
Gallery. Receive invitations to  
exhibition previews, Gallery tours  
and events, and access discounts  
around the Gallery.

To join and give visit 
agsa.sa.gov.au



Media  
T +61 405 046 116 
E media@artgallery.sa.gov.au

Development 
T +61 8 8207 7031  
E partnerships@artgallery.sa.gov.au

Directorate 
T +61 8 8207 7002

agsa.sa.gov.au

Front Cover 
detail: Erin Coates, Australia, 
born 1977, Anna Nazzari, 
Australia born 1976, Internal 
Interior, 2019, Perth, silicon, 
ceramic, hair, sperm whale 
tooth, wood, paper, 120.0 x 
180.0 x 15.0 cm; Courtesy the 
artists, photo: Erin Coates. 


