INTERPRETIVE RESOURCE

Every face has a story,
every story has a face:

KULILA

A RT G AL L E RY O F SOU T H AU ST R AL IA
NO RT H T E R R AC E , A DE L A I D E Open dail y 10am – 5pm artgallery.sa.gov.au

Using embroidery thread, wadding, twigs and dyed blankets, the artists at Yarrenyty Altere
manipulate techniques such as weaving, looping and knotting to create these unique figures.
The artists from the Alice Springs community meet, listen (Kulila) and share their stories. Their
experiences result in the vibrant and vivid self-portrait sculptures made collaboratively.
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Every face has a story, every story has a face: Kulila! is a collaborative installation of embroidered
sculptures made by nine women artists – Dulcie Raggett, Dulcie Sharpe, Marlene Rubuntja,
Rhonda Sharpe, Rosabella Ryder, Roxanne Petrick, Roxanne Sharpe, Trudy Inkamala, Valerie
Stafford, from the Yarrenyty Arltere Art Centre in Alice Springs.
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EVERY FACE HAS A STORY, EVERY STORY HAS A FACE: KULILA!

image detail (front cover and above): Trudy Inkamala, Australia, born 1940, Arrernte/Luritja people, Northern Territory; Roxanne Petrick, Australia,
born 1986; Marlene Rubuntja, Australia, born 1961; Rosabella Ryder, Australia, born 1975, Arrernte people, Northern Territory; Dulcie Raggett,
Australia, born 1970; Dulcie Sharpe, Australia, born 1957; Rhonda Sharpe, Australia, born 1977; Roxanne Sharpe, Australia, born 1985, Luritja
people, Northern Territory; Valerie Stafford, Australia, born 1963, Anmatyerre people, Northern Territory, Every face has a story, every story has a
face: Kulila!, 2016, Alice Springs, Northern Territory, soft sculpture mixed media, dyed blankets, polyester wadding, embroidery thread, twigs, 228.0
x 120.0 x 100.0 cm (overall dimensions for all 9 works); Acquisition through TARNANTHI: Festival of Contemporary Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander Art supported by BHP 2017, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. © Yarrenyty Arltere Artists
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What features make the sculptures seem happy or sad?
What things do you notice that are alike or different
about the faces?
Explain to a friend which is your favourite and why?

MAKING

Create a self portrait collage using soft materials
such as recycled textiles, wool or thread.
Layer between adhesive contact and display on the
classroom window.

PRIMARY
RESPONDING

MAKING

The artists responsible for making these sculptures are
from in Alice Springs. How far would you need to travel
from your home if you were to visit this place?

The 9 women artists come together to share their
‘everything stories’, talking about good and bad
experiences, as well as things they hope for. Sit together
with your class and share your stories or goals for the
future. While talking and listening to others create a
work of art that represents these stories and goals.

Look closely at the sculptures. Describe how the artists
may have made these figures. List the techniques and
materials used to create Every face has a story, every
story has a face: Kulila!
Research other artists who are from Central Australia.
Identify similarities and differences in materials,
perspective, colour and line between these artists’
works and Every face has a story, every story has a face:
Kulila!

The artists from Yarrenyty Arltere listen to each other’s
stories while creating sculptures. Brainstorm what it
means to be a good listener. Give a verbal account of
a story from your life that you remember well. In small
groups, tell your story to three other people. Rotate
through the room so that everyone in the class has an
opportunity to listen to others. Create an illustration in
response to one of the stories you have listened to.
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RESPONDING
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EARLY YEARS

SECONDARY
RESPONDING

Collaborative works of art are common in Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities. Investigate other
examples of art collaborations.

(Hermannsburg Potters), Julie Dowling, Ricky Maynard
and Vincent Namatjira. Discuss the approaches to
different techniques and subject matter.

Research Aboriginal art centres in Central Australia
including Yarrenyty Arltere. Explain why such places are
important in sustaining culture, stories and languages?

MAKING

TIP See Desart
Using Every face has a story, every story has a face. Kulila!
as one example, discuss the varitey of art practices in
Central Australian Aboriginal art and describe how it has
changed over time.

Think about a memory from your childhood: perhaps a
holiday with your family or a special moment spent with
friends. Using paper, magazines and photographs, create
a collage that represents an element of this memory.
Collect a range of unwanted clothes or objects from
family or friends. Tear, cut, weave and sew these items
to create a figurative sculpture that portrays you, your
friends or family.

Research other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
artists who have created portraits or figurative
sculptures. Perhaps begin with Hayley Coulthard
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RESOURCES

KEY LITERACY
WORDS

Adelaide Now – Soft sculpture self-portraits from Yarrenyty Arltere Art
Centre in Alice Springs among the highlights of Tarnanthi Indigenous Festival
http://bit.ly/2vSZonV

Collaborative

Art Collector, the – Yarrenyty Arltere
http://bit.ly/2fDtV2l

Fibres
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image detail: Yarrenyty Arltere Artists in the art centre. photo: Tony Kearney

Embroidery

Kulila

Desart
http://bit.ly/2wHyhJQ

Sculpture

Guardian, the – Beyond the dot: how Indigenous artists are shaking
off sterotypes
http://bit.ly/2hXgf31

Techniques

Yarrenyty Arltere Artists
http://bit.ly/2fDhh3F

Weave

Textiles

Yarrenyty Arltere Every face has a story, every story has a face: Kulila!
http://bit.ly/2Bxlb4t

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

PRESENTED BY

The Gallery’s Learning programs are supported by the Department for Education and Child Development.
Information and hyperlinks correct at time of print. Art Gallery of South Australia staff Kylie Neagle and Lisa Slade contributed to the development
of this resource.
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