
MEDIA RELEASE  
For immediate release 

Friday, 25 October 2019 

 
 

 

 
 

Lee Mingwei: Sonic Blossom  
An immersive gift of song at the Art Gallery of South Australia 

 
‘An artist of immense talent, Lee Mingwei invites his audiences to consider universal themes while calling to 
mind the personal. Having had the pleasure of working with Mingwei over the last decade, it is a thrill and an 

honour to bring this internationally celebrated work to Adelaide.’ 
AGSA Director, Rhana Devenport ONZM 

 
The Art Gallery of South Australia (AGSA) welcomes international artist Lee Mingwei and his Sonic Blossom free 
public art installation, a gift of song that audiences can experience at AGSA everyday throughout November as 
part of Oz Asia Festival 2019. 
 
Sonic Blossom will see singers perform one of German composer Schubert’s five Lieder (songs made for solo 
voice) to gallery visitors. This presentation features nine South Australian classically trained singers ranging in 
voice and age, who were successful in auditions held earlier this year and selected by the artist. 
 
During exhibition hours, the singer meanders through the gallery, finding a visitor and offering them the gift 
of song. This happens sporadically both in time and location – the folding and unfolding of a Sonic Blossom  - a 
concept that is visualised through the singer’s ceremonial costume which, for AGSA’s presentation has been 
made by celebrated Sydney designer Akira Isogawa.  
 
Originally created for the opening of South Korea’s National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Sonic 
Blossom has engaged audiences at Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, Mori Art Museum in Tokyo, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, Centre Pompidou in Paris, and Museum 
MACAN in Jakarta.  
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Sonic Blossom came into existence while Mingwei was caring for his ill mother. They both found comfort in 
listening to Franz Schubert’s Lieder and it soothed his mother’s healing process.  
 
In his practice, artist Lee Mingwei invites his audiences to explore notions of trust, intimacy and self-
awareness through immersive gallery experiences that look at the everyday experiences like eating, sleeping, 
walking, conversation and song.  
 
Of Sonic Blossom, the artist says, ‘Like Schubert's Lieder, our own lives are brief, but all the more beautiful 
because of this. I would like to use these songs as a transformative gift to the visitors who encounter these 
moving Lieder.’ 
  
Sonic Blossom is presented in partnership with OzAsia Festival 2019 and is supported by the University of 
Adelaide’s Elder Conservatorium of Music and AGSA’s Contemporary Collectors. 
 

 
 

SONIC BLOSSOM MEDIA PREVIEW 

When Friday 1 November, 10:45am for 11am start 

What Performance of Sonic Blossom  

Interview, photo 

filming opportunities  

- Celebrated artist Lee Mingwei  
- Curator, Sonic Blossom and AGSA Director Rhana Devenport 
- Costume Designer Akira Isogawa 
- Classically trained singers  

Where Gallery 3, Elder Wing, Art Gallery of South Australia 

Parking available Eastern side of AGSA  

 
KEY INFORMATION FREE ENTRY | Nov 1 to Dec 1 | 11am to 3pm daily 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS  Lindsay Ferris | M 0405 046 116 | E ferris.lindsay@artgallery.sa.gov.au  

Bret Woods | M 0402 858 058 | E media@artgallery.sa.gov.au 
 
IMAGE GALLERY: https://files.artgallery.sa.gov.au/ftp/marketing/Sonic_Blossom_Images.zip 
 
Image credit: Lee Mingwei, Taiwan, born 1964, Sonic Blossom, 2013/2016, Auckland, New Zealand, performance; installation 

view, Lee Mingwei and His Relations: The Art of Participation, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, 2016, Courtesy the artist. 
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