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Highlights announced for Tarnanthi 2021 – AGSA’s festival of 
contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art  

 
Adelaide, Australia: Tarnanthi, the Art Gallery of South Australia’s annual celebration of contemporary 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art returns for its sixth iteration in October 2021. Internationally 
acclaimed as the largest festival of its kind, Tarnanthi this year comprises a major exhibition at AGSA, a 
state-wide festival across close to 30 partner venues and the Tarnanthi Art Fair.  
 
The word ‘tarnanthi’ (pronounced TAR-nan-dee) comes from the language of the Kaurna people, the 
traditional owners of the Adelaide Plains. It means to spring forth or appear – like the sun and the first 
emergence of light. Tarnanthi presents the cutting edge of contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander art from across the country and provides an energised platform for artists to share important 
stories.  
 
Since its inception in 2015, Tarnanthi has presented the work of 4,500 First Nations artists while 1.4 million 
people have attended Tarnanthi exhibitions and events.  
 
Tarnanthi 2021 will feature artists from across the continent; as far north as Cape York to the heart of the 
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands and beyond, with works across a range of mediums - 
from painting, photography, printmaking, carving, sculpture, moving image, works on paper and textiles. 
Announced during NAIDOC Week 2021, highlights of the Tarnanthi 2021 exhibition explore artists’ deep 
relationship to Country.  
 
John Prince Siddon: 
The psychedelic paintings and sculptures of Walmajarri artist John Prince Siddon will feature in the 
Tarnanthi exhibition at AGSA. Working from one of Australia’s most experimental art centres – Mangkaja 
Arts in Fitzroy Crossing, WA, Prince’s paintings deliver critical commentaries on environmental, social and 
political issues through his ironic combination of Australian stories, the media and ancestral creation 
narratives. Featuring in Tarnanthi 2021 will be a suite of paintings made on kangaroo pelts and installed 
on a vivid wallpaper backdrop designed by the artist. 
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Kathy and Tracey Ramsay:  
Gija sisters Kathy Ramsay and Tracey Ramsay come from a lineage of significant artists – their 
grandfather Timmy Timms and their father Rammey Ramsey are from a tiny community in Juwurlinji or 
Bow River. Painting on Gija Country in the East Kimberley, WA, the Ramsay sisters have created a suite 
of paintings predominantly using ochre for Tarnanthi. Their paintings describe their ownership of their 
Country, depicting spaces that are intimately familiar to them but unknown to anyone outside Bow River. 
Their works become a shorthand for all of the social, cultural, political and historical knowledge that the 
family holds as the Traditional Owners for the Country of Bow River.  
 
Alec Baker:  
Deep knowledge and cultural memorials form the rich palette that colours Alec Baker’s bold canvases. 
‘Sometimes I’m thinking about the colours, sometimes I’m just thinking from my memory [of] all the country 
I’ve been at, all the stories I have’, says the respected elder from Indulkana, in the  APY Lands of South 
Australia.  
 
Baker, aged almost ninety, has spent a lifetime on the land, from growing up in a traditional lifestyle on 
Country to his many years as a stockman. Now as the most senior artist at Iwantja Arts, the art centre he 
helped to found, Baker shares knowledge of Country through his painting. His sixteen works in Tarnanthi 
are each called Ngura, which means Country, campsite, a place of meaning and belonging – a simple yet 
complex title, one that aptly expresses the essence of his long lifetime. 
 
The Festival’s creative vision is led by Tarnanthi Artistic Director, Barkandji artist and curator, Nici 
Cumpston OAM. Cumpston says, ‘It is an absolute privilege to bring this world-class art experience to 
audiences again in 2021. Artists presented in Tarnanthi are testament to the rich diversity of contemporary 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art, and we are eager to share these important stories, and this calibre 
of art, with our growing audiences across Australia and beyond.’ 
 
Premier of South Australia, the Hon. Steven Marshall MP, is delighted to see the return of the nationally 
celebrated Festival and says, ‘Not only is Tarnanthi the nation’s wellspring that champions the important 
voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artistic talent, Tarnanthi has also generated almost $100 
million for our State’s economy. I am truly delighted that South Australia is home to this inspiring and 
influential project.’ 
 
BHP Olympic Dam Asset President, Jennifer Purdie says, ‘BHP is proud to partner with the Art Gallery of 
South Australia through Tarnanthi. This partnership supports artists in their social and cultural well-being, 
economic empowerment, and pathways to self-determination, and has lasting economic benefits for 
communities across Australia.’ 
 
International Tarnanthi exhibitions:  
During 2020, when local and national exhibition programs had been seriously interrupted, Tarnanthi 
presented its first international offering. Kulata Tjuta, an exhibition of art from the APY Lands was 
presented at the Musée des Beaux-arts in Rennes, Brittany from 16 October 2020 until 3 January 2021. 
The exhibition lives on and is currently on view at Musées d’Art et d’Histoire in Le Havre, Normandy, 
France until 7 November 2021.  
 
At its heart, the Tarnanthi Festival is a series of exhibitions, artist talks, performances and events, 
showcasing and celebrating contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art. The 2021 Gallery-
wide exhibition will present works of art from studios, art centres, institutions and communities. The full 
Tarnanthi 2021 program will be announced in September 2021. Visit agsa.sa.gov.au for further details. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/


 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
Thursday 8 July 2021 

 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS Lindsay Ferris | Head of Communications, Art Gallery of South Australia 
M +61 405 046 116 | E ferris.lindsay@artgallery.sa.gov.au   
Elisabeth Alexander | Communications Officer, Art Gallery of South Australia  
P +61 8 8207 7402 | E alexander.elisabeth@artgallery.sa.gov.au  

 
KEY DATES  Tarnanthi 2021 | 15 October 2021 – 30 January 2022 

Media Preview | AGSA | 14 October, 11am  

Official Launch | AGSA | 14 October, 6pm  

 
IMAGES   Available for download from: 
https://files.artgallery.sa.gov.au/ftp/marketing/MEDIA/Tarnanthi_2021_Highlights_images.zip 
 
MEDIA PORTAL https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/about/media/tarnanthi-2021-media-portal/  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA @agsa.adelaide @tarnanthi #tarnanthi 
 
Tarnanthi 2015 - 2020 at a glance 

• 1.4 million people have attended Tarnanthi exhibitions and events 

• 4,500 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists have been included in exhibitions, art fairs and 
events 

• More than $4 million of art has been sold at the Tarnanthi Art Fair, with all money going directly 
to artists and communities 

• $96.8 million in economic expenditure has been generated in South Australia since 2015 
because of Tarnanthi 

• International recognition for APY artists has soared through Tarnanthi, exemplified by the 
acquisition of the 1500-spear installation work Kuḻaṯa Tjuṯa: Kupi Kupi by Swiss gallery Fondation 
Opale and by the 2020-21 exhibition Kuḻaṯa Tjuṯa shown in Rennes, Brittany, and Le Havre, 
Normandy 

• Over 27,000 students and teachers have attended Tarnanthi exhibitions, and tens of thousands 
more have benefited from AGSA’s pioneering education program and book, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Art in the Classroom, which equips teachers to integrate First Nations art, 
culture and histories into daily classroom learning.  

 
About Nici Cumpston OAM   
Tarnanthi is led by Artistic Director Nici Cumpston OAM, the Art Gallery of South Australia’s Curator of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art. Nici is a proud Barkandji person from the Barka, the Darling 
River in far west New South Wales, who is also of Afghan, English and Irish heritage. Her career has 
been characterised by working closely with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists to bring new work 
and new ways of seeing to wider audiences. 
 

Header image caption: John Prince Siddon, Walmajarri people, Western Australia, born 1964, Derby, 
Western Australia, Australia: Mix it all up, 2019, Fitzroy Crossing, Western Australia, synthetic polymer paint 
on canvas, Acquisition through Tarnanthi: Festival of Contemporary Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art 
supported by BHP 2020, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide, © John Prince Siddon/Copyright Agency. 
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