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Tarnanthi Art Fair breaks records with $1.4 million in sales 
 

Adelaide, Australia: The 2021 Tarnanthi Art Fair, which ran as an online event from 15 – 18 October, 
closed with a record $1.4 million in sales, surpassing its previous record by 16%.  
 
With buyers from across Australia and around the world including Asia, Europe and the USA, the Art 

Fair brought together thousands of works from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists for sale, 

spanning paintings, ceramics, sculpture, woven objects, jewellery, textiles, clothes and homewares. 

More than 2500 unique works of art will now be shipped to their new owners across the country and 

internationally. 

 

Since 2015, more than $5.4 million of art has been sold at the Tarnanthi Art Fair, which operates 

under the Indigenous Art Code and supports the ethical production and sales of works of art by 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists. All proceeds go directly to the artists and art centres, 
delivering tangible economic benefits to communities. 

 
Tarnanthi Artistic Director, Nici Cumpston OAM says, “Every dollar from sales made at the Tarnanthi 

Art Fair has a direct impact on artists, art centres and their communities. I’m thankful for the generosity 

of artists to share their deep culture with people across the globe who will have the opportunity to 

bring these important stories into their homes.” 

 

AGSA Director Rhana Devenport ONZM says, “Art production is a vital source of income for remote 

communities and AGSA is proud to provide Tarnanthi Art Fair as an important platform that supports 
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economic empowerment and cultural reslilience. It’s a place for buyers to listen to First Nations artists, 

learn from their deep culture and appreciate the torrent of creativity that flows from art centres across 

Australia.” 

 

The Tarnanthi Art Fair forms part of Tarnanthi, the Art Gallery of South Australia’s festival of 
contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art that features the work of more than 1400 artists 
in exhibitions and events at AGSA and venues across South Australia until 30 January 2022.  
 
Tarnanthi: Festival of Contemporary Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art is presented by AGSA in 
partnership with BHP and with support from the Government of South Australia. For full program 
details, visit agsa.sa.gov.au. 
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CONTACTS Lindsay Ferris | M +61 405 046 116 | E ferris.lindsay@artgallery.sa.gov.au   

Elisabeth Alexander | P +61 8 8207 7402 | E alexander.elisabeth@artgallery.sa.gov.au  
 
KEY DATES Tarnanthi 2021 Festival Season | 15 October 2021 – 30 January 2022 
   
MEDIA PORTAL agsa.sa.gov.au/about/media/tarnanthi-2021-media-portal/  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA @agsa.adelaide @tarnanthi #tarnanthi 
 
 
TARNANTHI 2015 - 2020 AT A GLANCE 
 

• 1.4 million people have attended Tarnanthi exhibitions and events 
 

• 4,500 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists have been included in exhibitions, art fairs and 
events 

 

• $96.8 million in economic expenditure has been generated in South Australia since 2015 
because of Tarnanthi 
 

• International recognition for APY artists has soared through Tarnanthi, exemplified by 
presentations of Kuḻaṯa Tjuṯa in Rennes, Brittany; Le Havre, Normandy and Santa Fe, New 
Mexico 

 

• Over 27,000 students and teachers have attended Tarnanthi exhibitions, and tens of thousands 
more have benefited from AGSA’s pioneering education program and book, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Art in the Classroom, which equips teachers to integrate First Nations art, 
culture and histories into daily classroom learning.  

 

Image caption: John Prince Siddon with his work Australia: Mix it all up, Tarnanthi 2021, Art Gallery of South 
Australia, Adelaide, photo: Saul Steed. 
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