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What is Patola?
Patola, is a form of textile art which began in the 11th 
century in the Patan region of Gujarat, India. 

Often called the ‘Queen of Silks’, these luxurious 
textiles were expensive and only worn by the rich  
and noble. More than 900 years ago King Kumarpal  
of the Solanki dynasty in Patan, held Patola in the 
highest regard and saw it as a symbol of wealth and 
faith. He insisted on only wearing it when visiting 
temples as a display of devotion to his faith. In fact, 
he bought 700 craftsmen and their families from 
Maharashtra to Patan just so he he could wear a new 
Patola on his daily temple visits. 

The treasured Gujarati silk woven Patola was also 
exported to Indonesia for the purposes of trade. 
From the 17th century onward Patola became the 
most sought-after and highly valued traded textiles 
Indonesia. 

Start at home 
Design your own animal textile
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About the work
Ceremonial cloth and sacred heirloom (patolu),  
with tiger and elephant

Patola are made using a double Ikat method (meaning 
bind in Indonesian) and are usually woven with silk 
from Gujarat, India. Using a complex combination of 
spinning, tying, dying, and weaving, it can take several 
months for eight weavers working five days a week to 
produce a 5.5-meter-long sari. Even if one thread is 
misplaced it could ruin the whole pattern.

There were a few common types of designs produced 
for the Indonesian market, such as geometric floral 
motifs, but the most popular Patola for trade in the  
19th and early 20th century included a repeating 
elephant and tiger designs.



Materials you need 

We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Ceremonial cloth and sacred heirloom (patolu), with tiger 
and elephant is currently on display in Gallery 20
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Take it further
Patola is the most complex weaving 
technique in India. A multi-generational 
tradition passed down from the Salvi 
family from Patan. What are your family 
traditions? Create another Patola textile 
design using shapes and symbols that 
represent your family traditions. 

 Long piece of thick paper (45x100cm)

 Paper

 Lead pencils/erasers

 Ruler

 Glue stick

 Coloured pencils

 Paints

 Wool 

 Hole punch

 A light box (if accessible) or a window

 Photocopier or printer

Create your own 
Design a Patola inspired textile of your 
favourite animals
Patola weavers used repeat patterns. Create a patterned textile using 
your favourite animal.  

1 Cut two pieces 10x10cm paper and draw your chosen animals on 
one and  on the other. Then draw a rough design of floral motifs, 
shapes patterns and symbols of things you love. These will be 
added to each end of the textile design. Tip: try to make these 
drawings simple.

2 Measure out a long piece of thick paper 45x100cm. With your  
ruler draw a coloured 2.5cm border around it. You will be able  
to fit eight 20x20cm squares inside the border like on the  
example below. There should be enough space to fit your  
motifs at each end. 

3 Cut out a 20x20cm square 
and divide it into four equal 
sections. Using a window 
or a light box to trace one 
animal in each square. You 
can draw simple patterns 
around each animal too. 
Print eight copies of this 
design then colour using 
pencils and paints.

4 Stick the 20x20cm squares 
side by side in rows of two 
inside the border, leaving enough room to draw your motif each 
end (approx a 7.5cm space each end). 

5 Draw and colour your motifs at each end of the animal square 
designs. Be mindful to keep it within the border.

6 Lastly, making tassels. Use the hole punch to cut the holes along 
each end of the tapestry design. Approx 2.5cm or closer apart. 
Equally cut two strands of wool and feed through the hole until 
halfway, and then tie them together at the base. Now it’s ready  
to hang on your wall!


