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About the artist
Laith McGregor

Australian artist Laith McGregor was born on the 
Sunshine Coast, Queensland, in 1977, and now lives  
in Byron Bay. It was not long after graduating from  
the Victorian Collage of the Arts in 2007, that his 
passion for drawing took hold. He quickly became  
well known for his detailed portraits using BIC biro 
pens. Most of these drawings were of himself or his 
friends and family.  

McGregor likes using pens because they are a tool 
that people use every day. Using large sheets of paper; 
McGregor sees drawing as a daily journal he uses to 
communicate his thoughts and feelings. He explores 
ideas of reality and imaginative worlds, history, pop 
culture and myths. 

Start at home 
Create a drawing of your favourite place

#59

image Laith McGregor, Australia,born Sunshine Coast, Queensland 1977, Nigh Night, 2013, 
Melbourne, pencil on two sheets of paper, 228.0 x 300.0 cm (overall); Roy and Marjory Edwards 
Bequest Fund 2014, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide, Courtesy the artist.

About the work
Nigh Night is a large-scale pencil two-part drawing. 
McGregor has drawn a colonial sailing ship on the 
ocean using a cross-hatching drawing technique that 
gives the work an embroidery-like quality. This work is 
inspired by McGregor’s relationship with the character 
‘Water-face’ who was an imaginary friend during his 
childhood. McGregor named him this as he could not 
make out any distinguishing features – his face looked 
like moving water. McGregor has hidden a face in the 
mast of the rigging of the ship, can you see it? 



Materials you need 

We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Nigh Night is on display in the 2022 Adelaide 
Biennial of Australian Art: Free/State

detail Laith McGregor, Australia,born Sunshine Coast, Queensland 1977, Nigh Night, 
2013, Melbourne, pencil on two sheets of paper, 228.0 x 300.0 cm (overall); Roy and 
Marjory Edwards Bequest Fund 2014, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide, 
Courtesy the artist.

Take it further
McGregor would often visit and draw in 
galleries, looking for different ways of 
mark making. Explore AGSA’s collection 
online and find a variety of mark making 
techniques in works of art. You might like 
to create a new drawing with some of 
these techniques you have discovered.  

 Paper

 Lead pencil

 A large piece of smooth white paper

 Sticky tape

 Photo of a scene you like

Create your own 
Re-create a photo of your 
favourite place
Where is your favourite place to be? Is it your bedroom, 
your garden or the beach? Take a photo of this place or you 
may have an image of somewhere you love. You are going 
to use this as inspiration for your drawing.  

1 Attach a large piece of paper to a wall so you can draw 
your scene upright and view it at a distance or up close.

2 Using your photo as a guide, loosely map out your 
scene. Very lightly draw a simple outline your 
photograph. 

3 Fill in your outline using the hatching method McGregor 
has used in Nigh Night. Use a series of short lines drawn 
in the same direction and follow the curve around 
the different shapes and sections in the scene (see 
examples).

4 To achieve dark shadows, press harder on your pencil 
and lighter to create softer ones, until you have covered 
the entire scene. You will notice when you stand back 
from your drawing that it will look three-dimensional. 


