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About the Artist
Sera Waters

Sera Waters is a South Australian artist born in 
Murray Bridge, 1979. In 2006 she travelled to 
England and studied hand embroidery at the Royal 
School of Needlework. Waters specializes in textile 
art with a focus on embroidery and has become 
well-known for using a complex technique called 
Black Work, (a form of embroidery generally worked 
in black thread). She uses textile arts to express 
her interests in Australian history, particularly the 
traditional crafts of her ancestors and the role 
women played during colonisation.

Start at home 
Where is your place? 

#60

image Sera Waters, Australia, born 1979, The beginning, 2013-14, Adelaide, cotton,  
found frame, 37.7 x 33.5 cm (irreg.); D.B. Baker Bequest Fund 2014, Art Gallery of  
South Australia, Adelaide.

About the work
The Beginning is a textile with the words YOU ARE 
HERE embroidered in bold lettering against a 
colourful stitched background.  The text in the work 
of art reminds us that we are on Aboriginal land. 
Waters presents the piece in a second-hand frame  
in the shape of Australia. She prefers to use second-
hand items because they tell a story. This work 
explores Australia’s colonial past and how it weaves 
its way into our current lives.  From traditional 
embroidery techniques to her use of repurposed 
materials, Waters carries history along in all the 
materials she uses in her work.  
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Materials 

We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Sera Waters is on display in the 2022 Adelaide 
Biennial of Australian Art: Free/Statedetail image Sera Waters, Australia, born 1979, The beginning, 2013-14, Adelaide, 

cotton, found frame, 37.7 x 33.5 cm (irreg.); D.B. Baker Bequest Fund 2014, Art 
Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide.

Take it further
Sera Waters often repurposes materials to 
create her art. What items can you find around 
the home that could be used to create a textile 
collage that reflects your family history? 
Build up layers by gluing or try sewing some 
material onto a piece of white cloth. 

 Pencil

 Plain piece of fabric cut to A4

 Brushes

 Acrylic or poster paints

 Water jar

 Sewing needle

 Thick cotton or wool

 Craft clue

 Scissors

  Thick cardboard or secondhand/found object

  Map of where you live or a map of your 
suburb.

Create your own 
Create a framed textile art that 
reflects where you live 
Where are you located – what traditional land do you live 
on? What objects, words, symbols, images and colours 
would you use to show where you come from?

1 Paint your background design onto the fabric. When it 
is dry write the words you have chosen in bold lettering 
lightly on top of the design with pencil. 

2 Cut a length of wool and thread it through the eye of 
the sewing needle (you may need help from a parent for 
this). Tie both ends of the wool together. 

3 To sew, push the needle up through the underside of 
the material, then over and through the front of the 
material, pull until it’s tight. Repeat this process and 
follow all the way around the lettering. Tie a knot in the 
thread when you’re done.

4 Create the frame using a found or second-hand object, 
or free draw or trace a map of your suburb or place 
onto thick card that’s twice the width of your painting 
and cut it out. For the window, measure and cut out a 
rectangle that’s a bit smaller than the size of the fabric.

5 Paint/decorate the frame your choice of colour. 

6 Apply glue to the front edges of your fabric design 
and attach it to the back of the frame so you can see it 
through the window.
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