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About the Artist
Kaylene Whiskey

Kaylene Whiskey (b.1976) is a Yankunytjatjara artist 
who spends her days making art at Iwantja Arts –  
an Aboriginal-owned art centre situated at Indulkana 
on the Aṉangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) 
Lands roughly 1200km northwest of Adelaide.

Whiskey’s brightly coloured comic-strip style 
paintings are known for their playful synthesis of 
popular and desert culture, often featuring recurring 
cameos of Hollywood actors, famous film and 
television characters, divas and pop icons interacting 
with Whiskey’s daily life in Indulkana. She is best 
known for her lively paintings showing strong female 
figures in pop culture mixed with modern day life,  
and traditional culture.

Start at home 
Who’s your hero? 
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About the work
Seven Sistas Sign

The title of Whiskey’s latest painting, Seven Sistas 
Sign (2021), is a play on words. It refers to the story 
of the Seven Sisters, Kungkarangkalpa, a significant 
Tjukurpa (ancestral story) for the Aṉangu people, 
as well as for many other language groups and 
communities across Australia. Centred on the 
constellation of Pleiades and Orion, it describes the 
seven sisters keeping each other safe and protecting 
one another as they are chased across the night sky  
by a bad man.1 

Kaylene’s colourful work features seven of her 
favourite female celebrities, including Cher,  
Dolly Parton and Wonder Woman. The scene was 
painted on an old SA Tourism road sign, which peers 
through the detailed background filled with traditional 
and pop culture imagery. The title of the work weaves 
into the ancient story of seven sisters who protected 
each other. 

‘Our art centre is full of strong women…  
we’ve all got each other’s back, we support each other,  

and we love to have fun together too.’
Kaylene Whiskey

1 Kylie Neagle and Lisa Slade, “Kungkarangkalpa – Seven Sisters: APY Lands 
Women’s Collaborative.” Interpretative Resource, 2017, p2



Materials 

We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Kaylene Whiskey’s Seven Sistas Sign is 
currently on display in Gallery 1

Take it further
Kaylene loves to listen to music; it gives her 
energy and inspiration while she paints. She 
often listens to a variety of rock’n’roll, country 
or pop music to inspire her work. What kind of 
music do you love listening to?  Do you have 
a favourite performer/musician/icon? Dolly 
Parton, Tina Turner, Michael Jackson and 
Cher, are a big influence on Kaylene’s work. 
Play your favourite tunes, grab a notebook and 
a pencil, and draw or write about the imagery 
that you think of while you listen.

• A long piece of cardboard or recycled  
flat material

• Lead pencil and eraser

• Paper

• Thin card

• Thick/thin black marker

• Colourful acrylic or poster paints

• Water jar

• Brushes

• Scissors

• Glue

The Activity 
Create your own comic strip 
Kaylene admires the woman in her community and she 
represents these strong women through her paintings of 
pop culture celebrities. Who do you look up to? Are they 
someone famous, a friend or family member? How have 
they shaped your world? Share this story in pictures. 

1 On a piece of paper, brainstorm some ideas about who 
you admire the most and why? 

2 Map out your drawing of the people you admire 
surrounded by the symbols and imagery you have 
chosen onto your cardboard or recycled surface. 

3 Choose symbols and imagery you have represent your 
people and paint the background using bold colours, 
shapes and patterns. 

4 Choose your brightest colours for your icons. 

5 When the surface is dry, trace around the outline of the 
figures using a black marker to make them stand out.

6 What is everyone in the painting saying? Turn this into  
a playful title for your comic strip.  Add speech bubbles 
if you like.
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