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About the artist
Jess Dare is a South Australian artist and 
designer who creates wearable works of art. 
She is a partner in Adelaide’s renowned  
Gray Street Workshop, a hub for local 
contemporary jewellers. 

Dare works in a variety of materials including 
metal, lampworked glass and paint. Her work 
reflects the beauty she finds in everyday 
objects, particularly the precious moments that 
nature presents us with and special moments 
with her family and friends.

Start at home 
Jess Dare – Mapping Memories
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About the work
Frangipani Lei is a work made in memory of her husband’s 
marriage proposal in Bali. Dare has formed brass  
replicas of the wilted frangipani flowers, preserving their 
beauty forever.

‘We had dinner on the beach and were gifted Frangipani 
leis. I hung the leis in our room. For two weeks they slowly 
wilted, collapsed and browned as their scent got sweeter. 
A reminder of a special day, how fleeting moments in life 
are and how they should be cherished and remembered. 
This Frangipani lei, in weighty brass, partly wilting, 
beginning to collapse, the softening petals just starting 
to brown takes me right back to that moment. A day I’ll 
forever treasure.’

Dare shares her love of nature with her children. They often 
collect objects found in the garden and present them to 
one-another as treasured gifts. Dare has created a whole 
series of work responding to this exchange. 



We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Take it further
Observe your picked blooms over a week. 
Create a drawing, or take a photograph, 
of them each day. At the end of the week, 
collate your images to make a flipbook style 
animation of the deterioration

The Activity 
Mapping Memories
Frangipani Lei highlights the beauty in the way 
things age, and change, over time. Record your own 
observations of change through a series of contour  
line drawings.  

1 Collect flowers from your garden. Look for a variety  
of blooms ranging from bud to full bloom.

2 Layout the specimens in front of you.

3 Using a piece of trace paper and a felt tip pen create  
a contour line drawing of each individual bloom.

4 Layer the drawings over one-another creating an 
abstract image of the life of the plant. 

Tips
• Try to look at the flower rather than your drawing 

while you are working. 

• Draw what you see, focus on the edges of the object. 

• Try not to lift the pen away from the paper until you 
have finished.

Materials 
• Tracing paper (you could use grease-proof/

baking paper)

• Felt tip pen

• Flowers picked from your garden,  
or another special place
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