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About the artist
When Adelaide artist Kate Bohunnis was a child,  
her mother showed her a ‘magic navigation system’ 
for making choices. It was a pendulum: a small weight 
hanging on a chain. According to New Age beliefs,  
you could find the answers to life’s questions by 
watching a pendulum swing. Young Kate used the 
pendulum to make lots of decisions before learning to 
trust her own judgement instead. Kate began her art 
career as a printmaker and then moved on to large-scale 
sculpture. She has exhibited all around Australia and is 
the youngest person to have won the Ramsay Art Prize.

Start at home 
Kinetic Sculpture
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For me it is important to maintain an experimental approach, 
almost finding a balance between knowing too much or too 

little. Where possible I like to find my own way…
– Kate Bohunnis, interview with Hannah Jenkins for firstdraft, 2020

About the work
Kate Bohunnis’ prize-winning work edges of excess  
is a kinetic sculpture: a three-dimensional artwork  
that moves. An enormous motorised pendulum  
swings from the ceiling, referencing the tiny object 
that dominated the artist’s early life. Gliding eerily 
back and forth, the polished metal skims past a band 
of soft, drooping pink silicone without ever touching 
it. The pendulum looks cold and threatening so close 
to the floppy pink form. Filled with contrast (hard and 
soft, rough and smooth, motion and stillness), the work 
evokes feelings of danger, vulnerability and control.



We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Materials you need 
 an empty cereal box

  something round to trace, 9–15cm wide 
 (a yogurt or dip tub, saucer or large tin can)

 a pencil 

 scissors

 pipe cleaners

 sticky tape or masking tape

 aluminium foil

 rubber bands, safety pins, twist ties

Try it yourself 
Kinetic Sculpture 
1 Split your cereal box along the seams and open it out 

into a flat sheet of cardboard. 

2 Place a yogurt tub, saucer or other round object on the 
cardboard, and trace around its edge with a pencil. 
Carefully cut out the circle.

3 Fold your cardboard circle in half. Stand the crescent 
shape on a table, curved side down. Tap it at one end 
and watch it rock back and forth, then steady itself.  

4 Now cut a small slit at each end of the fold. Place a pipe 
cleaner inside, lining it up along the fold so it sticks out 
on both sides. Secure the pipe cleaner with some tape, 
then bend it up through the slits at each side.

5 Start building up, bending and experimenting! Twist 
on extra pipe cleaners at different angles. Add rubber 
bands, safety pins and small pieces of alfoil. You’ll have 
to keep the two sides balanced for the sculpture to 
rock back and forth. Keep adding things, moving them, 
taking them away and trying again! 

6 When you are happy with your kinetic sculpture, make 
a second one with a bigger or smaller cardboard circle. 
Which one rocks faster? Which is easier to balance?

Take it further
Collect an assortment of long objects: 
pencils, rulers, cutlery, skewers and 
popsicle sticks. Try balancing them on 
different bases (cardboard tubes, paper 
cups and rocks) and building from there. 

Experiment with coat hangers, pipe 
cleaners, ribbons, straws, beads and string 
to make a hanging kinetic sculpture or 
mobile. How can you make something 
swing, wobble or sway in the air?

edges of excess is on display in Gallery 8 as part of  
the Ramsay Art Prize exhibition until August 22, 2021
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