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About the artist
Vojtěch (Voitre) Marek 

Brothers Dušan Marek (1926-1993) and Voitre Marek 
(1919-1999) were born in Czechoslovakia. They decided 
to flee their country after realising they could lose 
all their artistic freedoms following the communist 
takeover. The brothers sailed for Australia in 1948 
aboard the SS Charlton Sovereign, eventually settling in 
Adelaide. Voitre was an ambitious and skilled artist who 
quickly became a part of the Adelaide art scene. At first, 
his surrealist style of work was met with mixed reviews 
as it challenged traditional Australian art. However, he 
continued to exhibit solo shows and group shows with 
his brother. They soon became pioneers in the Australian 
surrealist movement. From 1960 to 1975. Voitre worked 
full time creating sculptures for many new churches that 
were being built in Adelaide and Australia. Then sadly, in 
1999, he passed away after a long battle with an illness.

Start at home 
Create a Surrealist self-portrait collage  

about your own journey.
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image Voitre Marek, born Dolní Oldřichov, Czechoslovakia 1919, died Adelaide 1999, My 
Gibraltar, 1948, on board the SS Charlton Sovereign, oil on board, 29.0 x 20.5 cm; d’Auvergne 
Boxall Bequest Fund 1996, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide, © Estate of Voitre Marek.

About the work
My Gibraltar 

My Gibraltar, by Voitre Marek was created for his 
finance, Vera. It was a long journey to Australia for 
the brothers aboard the SS Charlton Sovereign as 
the ship ran into many troubles along the way. While 
stranded in Gibraltar awaiting repairs to the ship, 
Voitre created two paintings for his future wife on 
the panels of old wooden crates. He was a sensitive 
poet. He wrote many heartfelt letters and poems 
to Vera, expressing his longing to be back with his 
love, who had arrived on an earlier ship. The couple 
married the following year in Adelaide in 1949.⠀



We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Materials you need 
  A found piece of material for the 

background 

  Plain paper 

  Coloured paper 

  Old scrap books, magazines, brochures 
and newspapers 

  Paint 

  Pencils 

  Mirror 

  Scissors 

  Gluestick 

Take it further
Voitre Marek had a wonderful way with 
words and was a beautiful poet. On a piece 
of paper or in your journal, sketch some 
of the images you used for your cut out 
collage or even draw more images that 
remind you of your journey. Beneath them 
you could write a simple poem or words 
to describe why you chose them or the 
memory they hold for you. 

Post-Production is on display in Gallery 10 as part of 
the Ramsay Art Prize exhibition until August 22, 2021

Create your own 
Surrealist style collage self-portrait: 
1  Whilst sailing to Australia, Voitre Marek used whatever 

he could find to paint on, such as old shipping crates. 
For the background of this collage use any surface you 
can find, like an old piece of thick cardboard, wood or 
panel. Using your paints, colour the whole surface.

2 Create your Surrealist style self-portrait by drawing two 
faces on a piece of paper. Use your paints and pencils 
for this and a mirror to help draw yourself. One will be a 
portrait style drawing (front of the face) and the other a 
profile drawing (the side of your face). Try to make these 
the same size and match up the facial features. 

3 When both images are done, carefully cut them out 
using your scissors.

4  Glue down your self-portrait on the background. Then 
glue your profile drawing in the middle on top of the 
portrait painting. Try your best to line up the facial 
features, but if they don’t, then it doesn’t matter. The 
quirkier, the better! 

5  What symbols could you use? Using your scrap books 
and magazines, try to find a few images that reflect your 
journey. 

6  Cut these symbols out and carefully glue them on your 
artwork. There you have it. Your Surrealist style self-
portrait is finished! 

image detail Voitre Marek, born Dolní Oldřichov, Czechoslovakia 1919, died Adelaide 
1999, My Gibraltar, 1948, on board the SS Charlton Sovereign, oil on board, 29.0 x 
20.5 cm; d’Auvergne Boxall Bequest Fund 1996, Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Adelaide, © Estate of Voitre Marek.


