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About the artist
Gwenneth Blitner was born on the old Roper River 
Mission in 1958. She has lived in Ngukurr her whole life, 
which is located in southern Arnhem Land, Northern 
Territory. Gwenneth only started painting in 2012. She 
worked in the local council office for years, but would 
always dream about painting. One day she ventured to 
the local art centre, picked up a brush and simply got into 
it. She believes painting is important to her family and 
her artistic skills blossomed from watching her brothers. 
Gwenneth creates her work as a means to share and pass 
on her stories to the next generation. She enjoys painting 
so much that she practices every day capturing the 
beauty of her Country through rich vibrant brush strokes.

Start at home 
Collage patchwork creations  

of your environment 
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About the work
Gwenneth captures the Ngukurr landscape, including 
the flowers and hills using bold brushstrokes and a 
brilliant colour palette of purples, blues, greens, sunny 
yellows, oranges and hot pinks. Gwenneth’s paintings 
are created in response to her deep connection 
with Country and the spirit of her ancestors. It is a 
magical place to her. A place teeming with life where 
she can collect a variety of bush food or go fishing 
and hunting. ‘Ngukurr Cemetery #3’ depicts the local 
community graveyard. She explains that although  
it’s one of the saddest places in her community,  
it’s also one of the most colourful places in Ngukurr.

I want to show everyone how special this place is,  
how our people use the land to stay strong and healthy

Gwenneth Blitner  



We would love to see your work! Ask your parent or carer to post a photo on Instagram and tag the Art Gallery of South Australia.  
Or you can email your photo to us at public.programs@artgallery.sa.gov.au

@agsa.adelaide   #agsastart

Materials you need 
 A big piece of thick card or paper

 Lead pencil

 The brightest coloured paper you  
 can find

 Brushes

 Paint

 Scissors 

 A glue stick

Take it further
Using the same process and materials 
from the first activity, build your own 
imaginary garden. Close your eyes and 
try to picture what it might look like. 
Would it be in the desert, a forest or by 
the sea? What kind of plants would be 
growing in your garden? You could even 
add some animals or insects crawling 
among the foliage. The possibilities are 
endless if you let your creativity run wild 
in your own backyard. 

Ngukurr Cemetery N#3 is currently on display in 
Gallery 23a and online: https://bit.ly/3mnktQW

Create your own 
Bird’s eye view collage/patchwork
The colourful landscapes Gwenneth creates are like beautiful 
patchwork tapestries taken from a bird’s eye view perspective. 
These paintings are a reminder of what makes her happy.  
Think of a place that is special to you and brings you joy.  

1 Imagine you are a bird flying above your street, home or 
garden. What flowers and plants are growing beneath 
you? Perhaps some wattles or banksias? On a large piece 
of paper, sketch what you saw in your mind. 

2  Build layers and piece together your patchwork collage 
garden. Cut out several squares and rectangles of 
varying sizes from your coloured paper. Place them on 
the larger paper allowing for gaps between the shapes. 
Once you are happy with the arrangement, stick them 
down with glue.

3 Choose your brightest paint to go around the borders  
of the coloured paper, filling in all the gaps.

4  On top of the brightly coloured patches of rectangular 
paper, paint rows of the flowers and plant life you love, 
completely covering the space.

5  The finishing touches; take a look at your patchwork 
collage garden. Is there any space where you could add 
pattern or symbols? Using inspiration from your home 
environment, add these patterns to the borders or to  
the simplified coloured shapes. 
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