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1. Purpose  

The Art Gallery of South Australia’s charter states that the Art Gallery should preserve 

and add to its permanent collections, works of art that are of outstanding aesthetic 

quality, art-historical importance or regional significance. 

 

The Art Gallery is the only State-maintained art museum in South Australia and has a 

legislated responsibility to collect and display works of artistic excellence.  The Art 

Gallery should seek to acquire works its three established collecting areas of: 

• Australian art,  

• Post-medieval European art; and  

• Asian art 

 

Acquisitions should build upon existing collection strengths, or unique areas of the 

collection identified for development, and conform to clearly defined policy positions.  The 

Art Gallery aims to build a representative collection of world art and a comprehensive 

collection of Australian art.  The Art Gallery also has a special responsibility to represent, 

collect and preserve an especially comprehensive collection of South Australian works of 

art, as a resource for the present and the future.   

 

2. Scope  

The policy is applicable to all staff who acquire works on behalf of the Art Gallery of 

South Australia. 

 

3. Policy Details  

The Acquisitions Policy aims:  

 

AUSTRALIAN ART COLLECTION 

 

To collect Australian art (other than South Australian) in such quantity and range as to 

develop a comprehensive collection, suitable for display.   Australian art includes 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art, Australia-related art made elsewhere, art related 

to the voyages of discovery and pre-European settlement, and on occasion, New 

Zealand art. 

 

• To collect Australian art of all regions and periods 

 

• To collect Australian art of all visual-arts media, i.e. painting, sculpture, drawing, 

printmaking including illustrated books, photography, decorative-arts media, 

design and crafts media, moving image works, new media works (digital and 

electronic) and documentation of performance art 
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• To represent major artists by an appropriate number and range of works to show 

their development and achievement in all of the media in which they work 

 

• To collect Australian contemporary art (including contemporary Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander art) as a special-emphasis program, with a focus on 

continuing existing collection strengths 

 

• To collect Australian works on paper of all periods to represent the high points of 

individual achievement and history of this art-form, and as a special-emphasis 

program, in order to enable these works to take their place in the collection 

displays 

 

• To collect Australian decorative arts of all periods as a special-emphasis 

program, in order to enable them to take their place in the collection displays 

 

• To collect New Zealand art, on an occasional basis, when it relates to the 

Australian art collection, by selectively representing major New Zealand artists, 

both Pakeha (settlers) and Maori.  This recognises New Zealand’s close 

geographic, historical and social links to Australia 

 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ART COLLECTION 

 

To collect South Australian art especially comprehensively, not only as suitable for 

display but also as an art-history and social-history research resource. 

 

• To collect works of art significantly representative of the full range of production 

by South Australian artists, of all periods, working in all visual-arts media and in 

all categories and classes of visual art.  South Australian artists are to be defined 

as not only those born in South Australia but also those who have lived and 

worked in South Australia 

 

• To collect works of art relating to South Australia by virtue of their subject-matter 

or content, whether by South Australian artists or not 

 

• To collect works of art relating to regions traditionally and historically associated 

with South Australia, or where relevant, by artists from those regions.  Such 

regions include Broken Hill and the Northern Territory, especially Central 

Australia (early in the nineteenth century Western Australia was also part of the 

Diocese of South Australia) 

 

• To collect works of South Australian art (and its associated regions) of lower 

artistic quality and poorer state of preservation than might be acceptable for non-
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South Australian art, or which might not be suitable for public display, but which 

are nevertheless a valuable reference and research resource for South 

Australian culture 

 

• To collect pictorial works and decorative-arts objects relevant to South Australian 

history 

 

EUROPEAN ART COLLECTION 

 

To collect European art in such quantity and range as to develop a coherent collection of 

post-medieval works.  (European art being defined to include North American art and art 

of any other western culture that is not Australian).   

 

• To collect European paintings and sculptures of all post-medieval periods, but 

only if they greatly upgrade the displays of European art.  An emphasis should 

be placed upon developing a comprehensive story of the history of British art, 

while broadening existing strengths within the Italian, French, Netherlandish and 

North American collections 

 

• To collect European drawings, prints and photographs (including illustrated 

books) of all post-medieval periods and schools, in their own right; that is, to 

represent the high points of individual achievement and history of these media.   

As well, to collect these media in order to supplement and complement the 

history of European art as outlined by the Art Gallery’s collection of paintings, 

sculptures and decorative arts 

 

• To collect European decorative arts of all post-medieval periods, but only if they 

greatly upgrade the displays of European decorative arts. An emphasis should 

be placed upon collecting decorative arts of the twentieth and twenty-first 

centuries 

 

• To collect European and North American contemporary art as a special-

emphasis programme, with a focus on continuing existing collection strengths 

 

ASIAN ART COLLECTION 

 

To form representative collections of art from East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and 

Islamic art in such quantity and range to maintain coherent displays, which faithfully 

document the visual arts and cultural histories of each region. 

 

• To comprehensively collect Japanese art, focussing on representative works of 

high quality in the principal media, namely painting, calligraphy, sculpture, 

ceramics, lacquer ware, textiles, woodblock prints and illustrated books 
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• To collect Chinese art, in a small number of representative works of high quality 

in the principal media, namely painting, calligraphy, sculpture, metalware, 

ceramics, lacquer ware and textiles 

 

• To collect Korean art, in a small number of representative works of high quality in 

the principal media, namely painting, calligraphy, metalware, ceramics, lacquer 

ware and textiles 

 

• To comprehensively collect Southeast Asian art, focussing on representative 

works of high quality in the principal media, namely painting, sculpture, ceramics, 

textiles, metalware and works on paper 

 

• To comprehensively collect Indian art, focussing on representative works of high 

quality in the principal media, namely painting, sculpture, metalware, textiles and 

illuminated manuscripts 

 

• To comprehensively collect Islamic art, including from West Asia, South Asia and 

Southeast Asia, focussing on representative works of high quality in the principal 

media, namely illuminated manuscripts, calligraphy, architectural ornament, 

metalware, ceramics, glass and textiles (including carpets) 

 

• To collect contemporary Asian art, including the works of expatriates artists 

residing in Australia and elsewhere, which specifically relate to the historical 

Asian collections and document present-day aesthetic trends 

 

REFERENCE AND ARCHIVAL MATERIAL 

 

To collect reference material relating to the art collections – not only traditional library 

material, but also art-related archival material. 

 

• To collect books and other interpretative material relating to the Art Gallery's art 

collections  

 

• To collect artists' archival material relating to the Art Gallery's art collections, 

including artists' papers (e.g. correspondence, diaries, press cuttings, 

photographs), artists' personal libraries, studio equipment (e.g. paints, palettes, 

brushes, easels, smocks, printing presses, printing plates and blocks) and other 

memorabilia (e.g. objects used as motifs in still-life compositions, or awards and 

medals) 
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• To collect institutional or business archival material relating to the Art Gallery's 

art collections, including art associations' and art schools' papers and 

memorabilia or art dealers' papers and memorabilia 

 

NON-ACTIVE COLLECTING AREAS  

 

• To defer, for future policy review, the active collecting of Byzantine and medieval 

European art, and the art of the ancient Mediterranean and Middle East, the 

traditional arts of Africa, Oceania, the Americas and other non-Australian regions 

and of the archaic arts of Pre-Columbian America; but to remain willing to receive 

gifts of major works. 

 

• To recognise that, due to historical circumstances, the Art Gallery has 

custodianship over two significant non-art collections – numismatics and postage 

stamps.  The Art Gallery is obliged to manage and maintain these collections, but 

should not actively collect in these areas. 

 

4. Related Documents  

 

• The Art Gallery of South Australia Acquisitions Guideline  

• The Art Gallery of South Australia Due Diligence and Provenance Policy 

 

5. Responsibilities  

 

• The Director is responsible for ensuring that staff responsible for acquiring works 

of art are familiar with and adhere to the policy as outlined 

• Curatorial staff are responsible for ensuring appropriate research is undertaken 

and presented to the Directors prior to any acquisitions being made 

 

6. Definitions 

 

Term/Acronym  

 

Definition  

AGSA  

 

Art Gallery of South Australia  

Movable Cultural Heritage  Inherently valuable, rare and vulnerable non-

renewable resources that represent culture 

including (but not limited to) works of art, 

artefacts and archives etc  

 

Provenance  History of ownership or location of a work of art  
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7. Approval 

 

Rhana Devenport 

Director 

Art Gallery of South Australia 

 

 

8. Policy Information: 

 

• Date of Issue: 18/10/2012  

• Policy Number: AGSA004 

• Review Date: TBA  

• Revision Number: 0.2  

• Status: Draft  

 

 

Further Information:  

Contact: Art Gallery of South Australia  

Telephone: 8207 7002  

Email: ictpolicy@dpc.sa.gov.au  

mailto:ictpolicy@dpc.sa.gov.au

